©
2018 2023

Philological Studies on Saussure®s Manuscripts concerning Myths and Legends

Kanazawa, Tadanobu

1,900,000

1904

Quoting Amedee Thierry"s study on Attila, Ferdinand de Saussure searches
epics for traces of historical facts. In this respect, his methodology would be the antithesis of
that of some modern French historians (reconstruction of subjectivity); besides it differs from that

of structuralist mythology or "symptomatic reading™. In 1904, Saussure planned to publish a book in
which the origin of Nibelungen is not situated in Worms on the Rhine but in Lyon or Geneva on the
Rhone. One of his motives for researching on myths and legends is to establish a national identity
of the French-speaking Swiss, confronted with Germany and France, as descendants of the Burgundians.
IT the book had been published, he would have been known rather as unique mythologist or historian
than as founder of General Linguistics.
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