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This research aims to discover the figures of the “"abnormal®, especially
eunuchs and castrati, as they appeared to the intellectuals of the eighteenth century. We have
carefully re-examined the main writings of Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rousseau, Diderot, Buffon etc. to
bring out their constant interest in the castrated and the uses in their literary and philosophical

reflections. We have also shown the importance of the aesthetic debates, medical and theological
controversies of this time.
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