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We analﬁzed French films made during the Occupation, which were of a very
high standard in terms of film history, focusing on the fact that this prosperity was brought about
during wartime, when restrictions on expression were particularly strong, with an emphasis on
literary films, which were considered a powerful means of escaping censorship restrictions. As a
result, we were able to confirm that in some cases, the response to the restrictions on expression
was more than simply "evading censorship,” and that while skillfully distancing themselves from the
conservative ideology of the censors at the narrative level, they also introduced a perspective that

relativized this ideology at the level of expression. Although further verification is needed, we
believe that our hypothesis that the social suppression of expression led to an improvement in the
quality of cinematic expression has been validated.
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