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Today, Bengal is divided into two countries, West Bengal of India and

Bangladesh, but people in Bengal use the same language and share almost the same cultural tradition.
This is a project of comprehensive study of Bengali language and culture from the viewpoint of the
third party, which becomes rather difficult after partition. This is going to be a foundation for
future Bengal Studies.

One of the outcomes is "Bengali glossary for beginners™ and the other is publishing "™ Japan Journal
of Bengal Studies™. The latter one is the first journal of this kind and it includes various kinds
of dissertations, not only on Bengali literature and language, but also Japan-Bengal relationship
and translation studies.

We held a couple of international seminars before summing up our project and the presentations
from both sides of Bengal and discussion itself was also worthwhile.
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