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Orality and Literacy in Reciprocal Songs of the Zhuang in China
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Orality and Literacy (1991) says that the ways of thinking and expression
are different between literates and illiterates. Regarding the thinking of human beings, Ong’ s
theory is not widely approved, but regarding expression created by oral composition, subsequent
research also found expression that is specific to orality and is not seen in literacy, confirming
that there are irreversible gaps between them.

To examine whether there is orality that is clearly different from literacy in oral literature
created by means other than oral composition and what it is, if any, this research conducted case
studies focusing on reciprocal songs that are oral literature of the Zhuang in China. The research
showed that differences in rhetorical expression are related to the literacy of the characters of
the traditional Zhuang language.
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