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Through detailed investigation and analysis of linguistic data from various
dialects in southeastern China, this study clarified the characteristics of Chinese language with
regard to the problem of construal, an issue that has been the subject of much research in the field

of cognitive linguistics in recent years.

Chinese is said to be a language that favors an objective construal, and it has become clear that
this tendency is particularly evident in the northern dialect known as Mandarin. In northern
dialects, speakers tend to prefer an objective construal, placing themselves outside of the
situation and viewing it from the perspective of a bystander or observer, whereas in southeastern
dialects, speakers tend to prefer a subjective construal, placing themselves within the situation
and viewing it from the perspective of someone who has experienced it.
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