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A Pragmatic Study on the Correspondence beween the Content of Discourse and
Anaphoric Expressions, with Special Reference to the Levels of Information
Sharing among Dialogue Participants
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This research discuss four classes of expressions used for discourse
anaphora, i.e. pronouns, definite noun phrases, indefinite noun phrases and proverbs. Pronouns are
grammatical anaphoric expressions where "grammatical’ means that speaker and hearer can use them
without the world knowledge; they can be used with the minimum context shared by speaker and hearer,

possibly one sentence. The other classes of anaphoric expressions are more or less pragmatic in
nature, and depend on the world knowledge. Anaphoric definites require the sharing of longer
contexts between speaker and hearer, one paragraph, for example. The anaphoric use of indefinites
and proverbs follows the convention by which the topic referent is seen as an instance of the
well-known cases. Anaphoric indefinites are available if they express the general properties of the
topic referents. Anaphoric proverbs express the role of the topic referent in the context as the one
in a typical situation shared by speaker and hearer.
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(cf. Schmid 2000, English Abstract Nouns as Conceptual Shells)

Cindy Patterson 2015 Broken Butterfly, Chapter 8
Mallory tried to smile, but the attempt didn’t quite reach her lips.

the attempt the move the
trouble

3-3.

Paula Marantz Cohen 2016, Beatrice Bunson’s Guide to Romeo and Juliet, pp.76-77

Lately, Bea hadn’t gone with her mother to The Pines because it was depressing to sit
there while her mother and her grandmother talked about how her grandfather was
doing — and have them look sad and sometimes cry together. A 14-year-old didn’t want
to deal with that.

Bea a 14-year-old Bea
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3-4. every dog has his day

Pete Dexter 2011, Spooner, p.200

And years passed by, and Spooner got taller and older and smarter but showed no
improvement in regard to common sense and watching where he stepped, but every dog
has his day, and on this day he stepped into the editorial offices of the Ft. Lauderdale
Sun-Sentinel and fifteen minutes later he was a reporter.

every dog has his day Spooner

Spooner every dog has his day
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the early bird
catches the worm one swallow does not make a summer
you can’t have your cake and eat it too 2 Rome was not
built in a day AN
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4
Bolinger 1972, Degree Words the lineman
John the idiot
John p.303

I told John of the danger, but {the idiot/*the lineman} paid no attention.

he
the idiot

John

the lineman

(specifying anaphor)

Stephen Tapert 2019, Best Actress: The History of Oscar®-Winning Women, p.446

By the time Blanchett finally captured the Best Actress Oscar for her performance in
Blue Jasmine (2013), the 44-year-old actress had amassed a stunning array of
chameleon-like portrayals that is only eclipsed in modern times by the likes of Meryl
Streep.

the 44-year-old actress  Blanchett

the idiot 3-2.
the 44-year old actress
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The early bird catches the worm.

2002, Generic is Specific
nai kala ‘frog in coconut’

kob
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nevertheless

(nonetheless)
Like will to like.
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