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This research aimed to understand the nonverbal information communicated
through voice, focusing on first impressions of speakers. We proposed a three-dimensional model of
voice-based person perception (i.e., warmth, competence, and activity) based on psychology and
animal vocalizations. The model was to be validated through perceptual experiments across eight
languages, but the pandemic prevented this. Instead, we investigated the diverse realizations of the

Japanese phoneme /r/ and its role in forming speaker impressions, specifically how the alveolar
trill [r] is used in villainous roles. Additionally, we recorded amateur actors from Japanese,
Danish, and American English backgrounds performing various character types to study the production
side of voice-based person perception.
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Mihoko Teshigawara

Japanese actors’ use of alveolar trills [r]s: An examination of change in the kinds of characters portrayed using the
socalled “ rolled r”
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