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This study aimed to elucidate the factors contributing to the naturalness of
prosody in both native and foreign language pronunciation by examining processes of phonetic
reduction in languages with stress and those without stress. Results showed that Japanese learners
of English insufficiently weaken vowels in English stress compared to native speakers, and that
lexical factors observed in Japanese affect the phonetic realization of words differently than in
English and other languages.
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[1] Boersma, P. & Weenink, D. (2023). Praat: doing phonetics by computer.
https://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/
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