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This research has shown that polysemy can arise from different eEistemic
relations between the speaker and the object or state of affairs. For those who do not know the
identity between Superman and Clark Kent, "Superman leaps more tall buildings than Clark Kent®
represents a relation between two individuals, while for those who know the identity it represents a
relation between two aspects of one and the same individual. The constative use of "I name this
ship Queen Elizabeth® corresponds to the speaker®s reflective construal of the ritual in which the
sentence is uttered, while the performative use of the sentence corresponds to the speaker®s
projective construal. Similar analyses apply to ironical utterances. In many cases, the speaker®"s
different construals of her own speech act are inscribed in the use (as well as the form) of
linguistic expressions.
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