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This project explored on the role of non-syntactic factors, especially
prosody, in the processing of the scope ambiguity involving negation and the adverbial "because”
clause. The three major findings of the cross-linguistic investigation are as follows. First, the
corpus-based investigation of the naturally occurring tokens of *no-porque® construction in Spanish
observed a fairly consistent relation between the scope interpretation and the use of verb mood in
the subordinate clause, though at the same time revealing the complexity of this construction in
various examples. Second, for Japanese, we also found the prosodic distinction between the two
readings of no-youni sentences seems equivalent to that for English. Third, self-paced reading
experiments were conducted on beginner L2 learners of English, with a modified experimental protocol

involving learner training drawing the participants® attention to scope interpretation in general.
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Juliano compr6 lablusa porque €S de seda.

JuliaNEG buy-PAST the blouse because is-IND of silk
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Juliano compr6 lablusa porque estuviera de seda

JuliaNEG buy-PAST the blouse because issSUBJ  of silk
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(iv) [BEC>NOT: |
Jane didn't buy the white blouse because it has a stain.
(v) [INOT>BEC: |

Jane didn't buy the white blouse because it suited her.
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