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In this project, | conducted an analysis of definiteness and indefiniteness

in Standard Arabic from the perspective of traditional Arabic grammar. Definite noun phrases include
not only those marked with the definite article "al-", but also personal pronouns, relative
pronouns, and others. This study took these categories into account as well. Specifically, 1
examined "Pronouns of Matter," which are often considered to lack specific referents, and
demonstrated that they do indeed have referents. Furthermore, in the history of Arabic grammar, it
has often been the case that proper nouns indicating a species were treated as indefinite. 1 pointed
out that this confusion arises from a mix-up between generic reference and non-specific reference.
We also clarified how this relates to the concepts of "specific” and "generic,” which are closely

linked to definiteness.
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