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This project aimed to construct a database and create a dictionary of Bangla
expressives which represent the sound symbolic system of the language, and to publish academic
papers on the semantics and grammar of Bangla expressives on the basis of the data thus collected.
The major achievement of the project is the publication of two English papers as chapters in
Badenoch and Choksi (eds) "Expressives in the South Asian Linguistic Area". In this book, the
chapter by Onishi and Datta deals with morphology and phonosemantics of Bangla expressives, while
the chapter by Sarkar with aesthetic use of expressives in Bangla literature. In addition, Onishi
analysed the expressives of the Jharkhandi dialect in comparison with the standard Bangla, and
reviewed the treatment of expressives in Banlga dictionaries, in other joint papers. These
achievements made a significant contribution to the study of expressives in South Asian linguistics,
and descriptive linguistics/linguistic typology in general.
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