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The position of case pattern alternation phenomenon in the grammar system of
modern Japanese: From comparison with other grammatical phenomena
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In modern Japanese, a certain class of verbs such as "nuru (smear)" and "
mitasu (Fill)" causes an alternation of syntactic frames as demonstrated in "kabe-ni penki-wo muru
/ kabe-wo penki-de nuru", "gurasu-ni mizu-wo mitasu / gurasu-wo mizu-de mitasu". This study examined

the mechanism of this phenomenon. By comparing this phenomenon with other phenomena (polysemous,
metonymy, voice, etc.) which seem to have similar points, this study clarified the characteristics
of the mechanism of this phenomenon, and showed the positioning of this phenomenon in the Japanese
grammar system.
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e.g., He smeared paint onto the wall. / He smeared the wall with paint.
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