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Relationships between prosodic features and semantic usage in ASL: an empirical
study focusing on eye and eyebrow movements
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Sign languages that do not use physical sounds as the primary means of
communication also have prosodic features.The purpose of this research is to clarify the
correspondence between prosodic structure and semantic usage in American Sign Language. The results
of this survey, using ambiguous sentences in American Sign Language, suggest that the semantic
boundary coincides with the timing of the simultaneous switching of multiple non-manual signals, and

blinking is one of the important prosodic markers.
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Category | HAND HEAD & NECK | EYES, NOSE & | BODY
MOUTH
Element | -Held -Head tilt* -Eyebrows -Body lean*
handshape -Head turn -Eye gaze shift | -Body
-Hand claps* -Head nod -Eye aperture* | movement
-Finger -Head shake -Nose wrinkling | -Visible breath
wiggling -Side to side -Mouth
-Hands drop -Neck tensing gestures

-Signing space

-Puffed cheeks
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