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I have proposed that grammaticalization progresses in two stages: primary
grammaticalization and secondary one. The two stages involve two participants, contributor and free
riders. Two articles, the definite and indefinite articles in Present-day English, had precursors in

Old English. I argue that those ancestors contributed differently to the grammaticalization process
in question (i.e., the emergence of a DP). One is a hard worker, hence a contributor, and the other
is a free rider. A contributor triggers a given change or contributes to the change, while “ free
riders” are grammaticalized thanks to the contributor. There are differences between these two
participants in the degree of their contribution to grammaticalization.

I argue that this difference in contribution is related to the distinction between primary and
secondary grammaticalization. |1 have proposed that grammaticalization brings about the structural
change in a given structure.
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