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Research Findings on English Grammar Acquisition Among Japanese High School
Learners and the Implications on Teaching Methodologies
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Two experiments were carried out to assess the level of English grammar
proficiency among Japanese high school graduates (JLES). The results indicated that the order of
difficulty of English grammar for these JLEs was strongly correlated with the findings of earlier
studies on second language acquisition order. Additionally, it was found that the level of
difficulty varied even within the same grammatical categories, depending on the specific words,
phrases, and contexts that were used.
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*Theold lady dietwo yearsago.  70.8%
*Sandy call Mary last night.  86.0%
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*Janie taked a picture of her mother yesterday.  43.2%
*John gived Mary a present on her birthday yesterday.  39.8%
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*The typhoon destroyed many house last week.  52.5%
*The farmer bought two pig at the market.  68.6%
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*Two mouses ran into the house thismorning.  10.2%
-S
*The boy lost two teethsin the car accident.  23.3%
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*Tom often reads book in the bathtub.  31.4%
*John went to library yesterday.  39.8%
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want  refuse
5A 5B
want 38.1
wh
*What do you like food? 84.3%
*How many do you have books?  86.0%
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*Who did buy the book? 25.8%
*What did change Mary so much?  24.6%
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*The woman asked the way to the station the policeman.
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