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Development of a Tokyo accent online self-learning program for native Japanese
teachers

Kawatsu, Motoi
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A web-based accent perception practice tool NALA-J has been renewed and made

available on the Internet. The program was first developed in 2009 to help Japanese language
learners practice accent perception. The new program works on any browser and can be used on
computers as well as smartphones. The new program targets native Japanese speakers who teach
Japanese as a foreign language. Most of the native Japanese speakers can hear the difference in
accent and repeat the word using the same accent. However, they have no idea how to write it down on
a piece of paper. Japanese language teachers are expected to hear and take notes on the unnatural
accents that their students speak. A variety of new practice patterns have been introduced to
accommodate native Japanese speakers to effectively learn the accent system using their accent
perception skills. This study contributes to developing further prosody education of the Japanese
language.
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http://www.tufs.ac.jp/st/personal/99/kawatsu/nala/
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