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Can the amount of lexical exposure account for the differences in word
recognition between second language learners and native speakers?

Ishida, Tomomi
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In this study, 1 compared the language processing of native English

speakers, Japanese learners of English, and German learners of English in terms of lexical frequency
and word length and the frequency of their use of multiword units. | also investigated whether
these differences were due to the amount of lexical exposure (vocabulary knowledge) they displayed.

The results showed that second language learners had a stronger impact than native speakers. Since
the same tendency was observed for German and Japanese English learners using different scripts, it
could be assumed that this is a difference that can be observed among second language learners in
general. Furthermore, the results suggest that the differences in influence between native speakers
and learners cannot be explained solely by their vocabulary knowledge.
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