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研究成果の概要（和文）：研究プロジェクトの成果は、ドイツ語における発話行為指示パターンの頻度を系統的
に調査したことである。ドイツ語ではどの言語パターンが特定の発話行為に使われるのかという疑問に答えるた
め、オンライン・ディスカッション・フォーラムから15億語のコーパスを収集した。分析の結果 1. 発話行為の
タイプに応じたパターンのランキング。2. 1つの発話内の発話行為を示すパターンの隣接パターン。3.文法的な
単純さと語彙の単純さに基づいて選択された各パターンの簡単な例文。
大規模なコーパスに基づき、発話行為を示す言語パターンの頻度がドイツ語で初めて算出された。これは、外国
語としてのドイツ語の教師や学習者が、

研究成果の概要（英文）：The result of the research project is a systematic exploration of the 
frequency of speech act indicating patterns in German. A corpus of 1.5 billion words from online 
discussion forums was compiled in order to answer the question of which linguistic patterns are used
 in German to perform certain speech acts. In total, the distribution of over 6000 different 
patterns was examined. The analysis resulted in: 1. a ranking of the patterns according to speech 
act types. 2. adjacency patterns of speech act indicating patterns within one utterance. 3. simple 
example sentences for each pattern selected on the basis of grammatical simplicity and simplicity of
 vocabulary.
The frequency of linguistic patterns that indicate speech acts could be calculated for the first 
time for German on the basis of a large corpus. This should help teachers and learners of German as 
a foreign language to select the linguistic patterns that are used most frequently in German.

研究分野： corpus linguistics, language education

キーワード： speech acts　corpus linguistics　linguistic patterns　German　pragmatics　corpus-driven　lang
uage education

  １版

令和

研究成果の学術的意義や社会的意義
The results of the extensive study are documented on the online platform basic-german.com and are 
part of a basic vocabulary for learners of German, which is published under a Creative Commons 
license (CC BY-NC-SA 4.0).

※科研費による研究は、研究者の自覚と責任において実施するものです。そのため、研究の実施や研究成果の公表等に
ついては、国の要請等に基づくものではなく、その研究成果に関する見解や責任は、研究者個人に帰属します。



様　式　Ｃ－１９、Ｆ－１９－１（共通）

１．研究開始当初の背景

Which linguistic forms should learners of a foreign language learn first? Since the 

communicative-pragmatic turn, the answer has been that it should be those forms that are 

of particular communicative relevance. The aim of language teaching is therefore to help 

learners to interact successfully with members of another language community. The aim is 

therefore to teach such forms that enable joint action in the foreign language.

Pragmatic competence encompasses knowledge of the relationship between the linguistic 

utterance and the action (illocutionary competence), i.e. which linguistic forms are used to 

realize which linguistic action. Secondly, knowledge of which characteristics of the context 

make which language use appear appropriate (sociolinguistic competence)

For German, there are extensive compilations of linguistic patterns and the communicative

purposes that can be achieved with them: “Das Zertifikat Deutsch als Fremdsprache” 

(Deutscher Volkshochschulverband / Goethe-Institut 1985, first published in 1972), 

“Kontaktschwelle Deutsch als Fremdsprache” (Baldegger et al. 1993, first published in 

1980) and “Profile deutsch” (Glaboniat et al. 2005; first published in 2002). 

However, the selection criteria for vocabulary and other linguistic means such as speech 

act-indexing patterns are opaque, i.e. it is unclear why the authors consider an expression 

to belong to the core vocabulary. The same lack of transparency also affects the assignment

of vocabulary and other linguistic resources to speech act types, topics and learning levels 

(A1-C1).

２．研究の目的

Large corpora were used to check whether linguistic forms belong to the core area of the 

expressive repertoire by examining their distribution in different dimensions and 

comparing them with other units. This is precisely where the heuristic potential of 

frequency-oriented approaches lies. 

The results of the most frequently used linguistic patterns for the realization of a linguistic

action should be published on the basic vocabulary platform basic-german.com.

３．研究の方法

Because corpora consisting of conversational data are not yet available to an extent that 

would allow to determine the entire spectrum of linguistic possibilities for achieving certain

communicative purposes in a valid manner, written forms of verbal interaction from 

computer-mediated communication were used, namely posts in Internet forums. These are 

conceptually oral (Koch / Osterreicher 1986), i.e. despite their written nature, they exhibit 

typical linguistic characteristics of oral communication, they are personal-addressing, exist

in large quantities and are thematically very diversified.



The study was carried out in the following steps

1)  Compilation of a corpus 

All posts from five large online discussion forums were extracted. The corpus comprises 

around 1.5 billion word forms. When compiling the corpus, care was taken to ensure that 

women and old people were also included. In order to avoid artifacts caused by any 

linguistic fashions and trends, the corpus covers a longer time span, ranging from 2001 to 

2020. 

2)  Creation of a database of speech act-indexing patterns

A database of 6637 speech act indexing patterns was identified from various language 

textbooks. These patterns were translated into a machine-readable format (regular 

expressions).

3)  Creation of a taxonomy

These patterns were assigned to 233 speech act types. These speech act types were 

visualized in a tree diagram. 

4)  Annotation of the linguistic patterns in the corpus

In order to be able to make calculations, the linguistic patterns in the corpora were 

annotated together with the speech act types.

5)  Data analysis

The following aspects were analyzed:

A Frequency of all individual speech act-indexing patterns

B Frequency in comparison to the levels in the CEFR

C Computing of adjacency patterns

D Filtering of simple example sentences

Taxonomy of Speech Acts



４．研究成果

The results of the extensive study can only be presented here as examples. They are 

documented on the online platform basic-german.com and are part of a basic vocabulary for

learners of German, which is published under a Creative Commons license (CC BY-NC-SA 

4.0).

A Frequency of all individual speech act-indexing patterns

As expected, the distribution of speech act-indexing patterns follows a long-tail 

distribution. For the documentation of the results, the patterns were ranked within the 

respective speech act types. 

B Frequency compared to the levels in the CEFR

There were some considerable differences here: very frequent patterns are sometimes only 

introduced at B1 level. Sometimes this is due to their grammatical complexity, but often 

not. This shows that the CEFR for German should be adapted.

Rank Pattern Frequency CERF level

1 von mir aus 4558 A2

2 meinetwegen 356 A2

3 das ist mir egal 208 A1

4 das interessiert mich nicht 74 A1

5 es ist mir egal , ob 37 B1

6 das geht mich nichts an 27 B1

7 das ist mir ... gleich 23 A1

Comparison of frequency and level assignment in Profile deutsch; speech act type: expressing indifference



C Computing of adjacency patterns

Here, typical pattern collocates were calculated for each of the frequent speech act-indexing

patterns. These were visualized in graphs.

D Filtering of simple example sentences

Example sentences for the use of each pattern should be as simple as possible so that they 

can be easily understood by learners. They were therefore filtered from the corpus based on

the criteria of grammatical complexity and vocabulary difficulty.

Adjacency relationship between the pattern “bin frustriert” and other patterns
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