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This study revealed that there is not sufficient information about genre
either in the Course of Study for the subject of foreign languages (English) or in the senior high
school English textbooks. It was also found that the number of texts that belong to the explanation
genre family is overwhelmingly larger than that of the other genre families such as narratives and
arguments, and that most of the questions/tasks at the end of each lesson in the textbooks are
nothing but a series of comprehension questions that cannot make learners aware of the genre of the
text or genre knowledge in general. To promote genre-based instruction in high school English, this
study suggests: (1) the need for teaching and learning genre knowledge be specified in the Courses
of Studﬁ; (2) a well-balanced and wide range of genres and text types be included in school
textbooks; (3) genre knowledge be explicitly taught in classrooms; and (4) genre-appropriate
questions/tasks be included in the textbooks.
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