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The following points have been found from this study: (1) in order to
enhance students’ discourse construction ability, teachers emphasize the contexts of discourse and
paraphrase their conversations, (2) in interactive classrooms, teachers repeatedly ask
information-check as well as inference questions, (3) to enhance teachers’ classroom interactional
competence, further research on discourse control ability and teacher-training sessions will be
needed. More significant, however, is to acknowledge that little attention has been paid to
students’ ‘ voice’ . Therefore, changing this situation would play a crucial role in establishing
the direction of future English education in Japan.
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