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It is assumed that learners of Japanese as a foreign language acquire
onomatopoeia as vocabulary rather than connecting them to behavior and senses. Using the statistical
method of structural equation modeling (SEM), the present study suggested that lexical knowledge
contributes separately to the acquisition of sound-imitation onomatopoeia and sense-mimic
onomatopoeia among native Chinese speakers learning Japanese. It was also demonstrated that, unlike
native Japanese speakers, native Chinese speakers learning Japanese did not have the continuous
sequence of acquisition via semantic expansion from the basic through to extended concepts of
onomatopoeia. Therefore, it is unlikely that onomatopoeia is unlikely acquired sensorially by
learners of Japanese as a foreign language, but rather as general vocabulary.
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