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This study investigated the effects of three types of memory (phonological
memory, acoustic memory, and visual memory) on L2 skills (listening, speaking, reading, and
writing). The participants consisted of 165 Japanese EFL (English as a foreign language) students
who completed four English tests, five memory tests, and a survey. Regression analysis showed that
phonological memory capacity explained the variance in all four L2 skills examined in this study,
while visual memory ability explained the variation in L2 reading and writing skills. However, no
significant contribution was evident by acoustic memory in explaining the variance in any of the L2
skills. Despite several methodological limitations, this study provided insight into the effect of
memory capacity, representing one of the aptitude factors explaining individual differences in
language learning.
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N M SD
163 30.21 7.57
163 37.37 10.35
162 14.65 1.29
163 73.50 42.30
163 41.84 27.27
161 52.38 4.26
163 13.60 4.94
164 165.75 28.49
165 23.09 17.06
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(R = .11, A, 157) =
20.16, p  .001)



(R = .00, A1, 161) =.96, p = .33)

@

(= .03, A1, 154) =5.09, p  .05)
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(R = .06, A, 157)
=9.80, p  .01)

(F = .00, A1, 161) = .00, p = .95)
(= .07, A1, 160) = 11.55, p  .001)
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% = .12,
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(R = .00, F(1, 157) = .01, p = .93)

(R = .11, F(1,
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