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This study aimed to assess the validity of an external speaking test
administered during the English program for first-year non-English major students at a university in
Japan. Analysis of the survey data on the experience of taking the computer-based speaking test
indicated that improving student®s perception of the test"s relevance to classwork could enhance its
validity. Additionally, during the COVID-19 pandemic, when we were unable to administer the
speaking test and conduct the survey, we shifted our focus to developing materials for production
skills that complemented constructs that the test cannot measure. We also investigated the impact of
peer evaluation, which encouraged learners to engage in self-regulated learning.
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