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Comprehensive study on disasters in the capital city of modern Japan
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This research focused on the disasters in the Tokyo metropolitan area at the
beginning of the 20th century. The 1910 Kanto Flood and the 1917 Tokyo Bay Typhoon are examined, as
well as the 1905 Tohoku Famine, the 1914 Sakurajima Eruption and foreign disasters that influenced

the response to these disasters.

The main findings of this research are as follows: (1) Japan"s disaster response system was being

developed at the beginning of the 20th century and (2) Japan®s involvement in international disaster
relief activities was also gaining momentum. These findings revealed the disaster prevention system
in the Tokyo metropolitan area prior to the Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923.

The Chronological Table of Disasters in the Tokyo Metropolitan Area (Bakumatsu-Meiji) was created,

which compiles disaster data based on descriptions in history books edited by local governments.
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