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In the early twelfth century the Jurchen people who rose into power in
Manchuria established the Jin dynasty and overcame Khitan and the Northern Song. Consenquently, the
Jin became the dominant power in Eastern Eurasia for about eighty years until the Mongol unification
of Eurasia. This study deals with state ritual of the Jin dynasty, especially sacrifice to Heaven
and Veneration of the dead, and presents a detailed examination of the rites by comparing with those
of other dynasties. It also sheds light on the characteristic of the imperial institutions and
legitimating ideologies.
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