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In early modern Japan there was a special demand for rayskin as standard
material for sword mountings and it was highly valued among others such kinds from tropical and
semi-tropical waters. Considering that it had to be imported from overseas, this research explored
the trade of rayskin mainly based on the records of the Dutch East India Company, including
unpublished documents. While researches of rayskin in the studies of Japanese art and history of
Japanese foreign relations already exist, this research approached from the perspective of history
of South Asia and the maritime Asia. It has examined the procurement and trade of this marine
product in the southern region of South Asia, the most important source of rayskin for the Dutch
East India Company, and investigated the roles of local rulers and merchants.
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