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This studg reconsidered the state-building process among the Kirghiz, the
mountain nomads of Central Asia, by focusing on the activities of tribal chieftains from the
Revolutionary to the early Soviet era. The social capital accumulated among the Kirghiz tribal
chieftains in the pre-revolutionary era allowed them to survive the chaotic environment; it was the
local Soviet authorities that were obliged to rely on the tribal chieftains to facilitate the Soviet
building. Among the tribal chieftains, some had gained a certain kind of recognition as the *“
leader of Kirghiz” until the beginning of the twentieth century. In the early Soviet era, such a
national recognition not so much lingered but became more widespread among the public. The results

of this study were reported both in the domestic and international workshops and published as
articles.
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