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By analysing the different ﬁathwa s to a meat-eating society in Germany and
Japan, this study aimed to make a contribution to the globally debated issue of "meatification™ from
a comparative historical perspective. As a result, the study was able to provide wide-ranging the
factors behind the process, making use of diverse perspectives, such as economic history, scientific
history and socio-cultural history. The study was also able to demonstrate that "meatification" in
both countries did not proceed in linear fashion, but progressed with twists and turns. Furthermore,
the investigation was able to correct the western-centricity of meat-eating research. It was able

to show that "meatification™ in Germany cannot be understood without taking into account its
relationship with Eastern European countries, while in Japan, it was shown that the process cannot
be understood without reference its relationship with East Asian countries.
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