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Pastoral Care and English Constitutional Idealism of Robert Grosseteste
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School textbooks commonly insist that Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln,

inspired Simon de Montfort to organize the constitutional reform movement against King Henry Il11%s
government. In the letters and theological articles of Grosseteste we cannot find any such
implication to Montfort. Instead, the Bishop persuaded Henry and Simon to be a good Christian to
observe the Catholic faith and build a good government for the interest of the residents of the
realm. So far legal historians have regarded that this is the conflict between the royal and the
ecclesiastical jurisdiction and the bishops persisted to maintain the ecclesiastical liberties and
that the royal justices invaded into the sanctuaries. Grosseteste placed the Church above the lay
polity and did not indicate any policy change in his letters to the kin? and Simon. De Montfort just
believed in the bishop"s theological view of the world. Ecclesiastical authority was necessary for
the existence of lay powers.
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