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Process out of the prestige system on beads distribution
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Transition process and variations among research areas of beads buried in
tombs from late Kofun Period to early Heian Period were investigated. The distribution of very
various beads were confirmed in late Kofun Period. In late Kofun Period, the difference of the kinds

of beads and the peak time were not same among research areas. And, the peak time of beads
distribution correlate to the construction of clustered tombs. In the central area of Japan, the
beads burial were declined earlier. However, beads burial in tombs from Nara Period to early Heian
period were very rare. A few beads burial were occurred around the central area of Japan. These
beads were different to beads in Kofun Period on the material and manufacture technique.
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