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Archaeological Research on the Maritime Route Connecting the Ryukyus and Fujian:
Focusing on the Analysis of Chinese Ceramics Excavated from Archaeological
Sites
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In this study, we aim to clarify the maritime route from China to the
Ryukyus from the end of the 14th century to the 15th century, and investigate excavated Chinese
ceramics at Shuri Castle, Kume Island, Iriomote Island, Ishigaki Island, Yonaguni Island, Matsu
Islands in Taiwan, Fujian Dongluo Island wrecks, etc. In addition, we investigated the underwater
ruins of Oha Island and the underwater ruins of Kurima Islands, and also excavated the Shirihara
ruins of Kumejima. As a result, we found that the trade route from China to the main island of
Okinawa via Sakishima before the middle of the 14th century changed to a route from China to the
main island of Okinawa via the Senkaku Islands and Kume Island after the end of the 14th century.
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Chinese Official Type Ceramics and Vietnamese Ceramics Excavated from Shuri Castle Site, Okinawa, Japan
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