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Systematic Study on the Distribution of Palaeolithic Sanukite: Focusing on the
Eastern Setouchi Area
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In this study, certain results were obtained by estimating the provenance of
sanukite lithic materials at six sites, mainly in the eastern Setouchi area, as well as by
developing data on the provenance of sanukite.
The results of the analyses at the Nishiwaki site and lkariwa-Minamiyama site indicate that the
KOKUBUDAI sanukites may have been widely distributed in the south-west Hyogo area, confirming
previous predictions based on naked eye observation. At the Nanukaichi site and Chigono site,
sanukite from NIJOZAN is presumed to have been preferentially used.
The results from the Okochi site show that the availability of andesitic stones was not limited to
KOKUBUDAI, and it is notable that the use of andesite from Asabatake was confirmed. It can be
assumed that the use of native andesite was a priority at the Takami | site. This is an important
finding for considering the stone resource environment in the western Setouchi region.
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