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Collection of beach sands and environmental education in museum of natural
history
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The purpose of this project was to explore the significance of collecting
sand materials at natural history museums, as well as to practice environmental learning through
sand, with the aim of focusing on sand, which has become a global issue of depletion.
Through the research period of the Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research, the number of sand
specimens at the Osaka Museum of Natural History, where the principal investigator works, increased
2_7-fold from about 400 to about 1100, covering most of the beach sand in Japan. Many members of the
public were involved in the collection process, demonstrating that learning about the global
environment through sand has a high affinity with citizen science. In addition, we were able to
return the results to society more widely by holding exhibitions and producing guidebooks using the
sand specimens collected.
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