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Spatial analysis of the defense strategies indicated by old Chinese maps
depicting Shanxi boundary region and Capital Beijing

Sugiura, Kazuko
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' Maps along the Great Wall in Shanxi’ from the late Ming and early Qing
dynasties and ‘ maps of Beijing indicating security strategies carried by the Eight Banner and Three
Armies’ in the late Qing dynasty were analyzed to extract geographical information on de defense

systems. The main research methods were comparative map analysis and comparison with Chinese

historical documents. In Shanxi region, the military bases located inside the two Great Walls formed
a multi-layered defense space and a flexible network between the bases. The repeated production of

* Beijing maps of capital’ s safety and security’ , concentrated in the middle to late 19th century,
was closely related to the situation that numerous Eight Banner-related facilities were seriously

damaged and deteriorated. The frequent production of the defense maps suggests that the state rulers
required the updating and dissemination of detailed military defense information in these essential
areas for national defense.
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(Catalogue of Beijing Maps produced from the 17th
century to the middle of the 20th century)




