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The starting point for this research was the suspicion that Japan®s
nonprofit corporation legislation promotes the equalization of associations and foundations and does
not focus on the specificity of the latter. We examined French law, which is strongly aware of the
rivalry between the two forms of corporations, and examined the way foundations exist. On the other

hand, we traced back to the beginning of the 20th century, and clarified the historical context in
which foundations were placed outside of the legislation. The key is the foundation, which is
segregated and unincorporated within the church. On the other hand, we elucidated the actual use of
foundations. The most frequently used type of foundation is the unincorporated one. Huge foundations

accept and segregate certain assets and suEport charitable activities by families. The joining of
the two elements reveals the genealogy of the French foundation legislation.
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