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This study has shown that the method of determining a defendant®s guilt
based on indirect facts, such as the defendant"s false exculpatory acts, confessional behavior, and
the hierarchical relationship between the defendant and the perpetrator in a gang, has evidentiary
weaknesses in the double sense that it lacks a multifaceted body of evidence and relies on a naive
rule of thumb" that lacks empirical validity. In addition, the method of affirming the credibility
of a confession by a person with poor communication skills or a confession with shifting statements
as consistent with other indirect facts, or recognizing the guilt of the accused based on a
comprehensive evaluation of such a confession and indirect facts, depends on a simple "rule of
thumb*: "People do not tell lies that are harmful to themselves "
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