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International comparative study of the policy-making process regarding the_
construction of high-speed railways and the continuation of conventional lines
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We compared the ?olicy—making process and the protection of transportation
rights between high-speed rail and parallel conventional rail in developed countries. We confirmed
that in France, local governments have strong authority over public transportation policy, and
consensus building with residents along the rail lines has been carried out carefully. In Spain,
some lines that were difficult to convert to high-speed rail were abolished, and there were protests
by residents along the lines, but because the convenience of conventional rail lines was low to
begin with, the national policy of extending high-speed rail took priority. In Taiwan, while public
conventional rail lines and private high-speed rail lines are in a competitive relationship, the two
are also exploring how to "separate™ the two. From these cases, we were able to clarify that
differences due to political systems and policies have a decisive impact on conventional rail

operations.
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