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Building a Twitter Database to Answer Political Science Research Questions

Hino, Airo

3,500,000

Twitter

International Journal of Information Management

This study examined a possible way to collect Twitter data that can
represent the Twittersphere. To do so, the study experimented with two sampling methods, one by a
random sampling and the other by a snowball sampling. The study applied a two-step sampling frame by
first collecting Twitter accounts by random or by snowballing networks, and then collecting Tweets
generated by the identified accounts in the first stage. The comparison with the Firehose data
obtained separately suggests that the data collected via the random sampling has high
representativeness in both volume and topics, while the data collected via the snowball sampling is
equally representative at least in terms of volume. The results are published in the International

Journal of Information Management.
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Twitter Firehose Data vs. 1.6m Account Sample Data
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OLS Linear Regression: Firehose vs 1.6m Account Sample, Daily Totals
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