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Effects of Behavior on Political Trust: What did citizens in greater Tokyo do
after 2011 Japan Earthquake and Fukushima nuclear disaster?

Nakajo, Miwa

3,200,000

2020
2 5 1 2011
2020

2011 2020

This project questions whether peoEle trust the government in order to
ensure consistency with their own behavior. The case is taken from people’ s behavior after the huge
earthquake hit Japan and led to the nuclear disaster in March 2011. In the face of the turmoil,
some people left the Tokyo area against the government statement to avoid the alleged radioactive
contamination and other Tokyo citizens stayed where they were. The hypothesis is that those who left
Tokyo expressed later a sense of distrust in the government and that those who stayed later
mentioned trust in the government so that they were able to ensure consistency with their own
behavior. To test this, | conduct a mail-in survey asking people in the alleged-radioactively
contaminated area about their then behavior. The results bolster the hypothesis that people trust
government for consistency with their behavioral choice. This project makes a contribution to the
trust literature by bringing another perspective.
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Earthquake Survey
Choice (X):| Stay lor Leave asked
2011 2020
Ruli
;;E LDP DP] LDP
PM Koizumi (200 1-06)
ABE (2006-07)
FuKuDA (2007-08)
As0 (2008-09)
HATOYAMA (2009-10)
KAN (2010-11)
NODA (2011-12)
T ABE(2012-20)
L J ! J
T T
Average Favorability < Average Favorability ? (Y)
(excluding Abe 06-07)
1
1 2011 Differences in evaluation of PMs from then ruling party and
- PMs from the previous office
Stay-Choice Coefficient  S.E. p-value
intercept -0.478 0.731 0.514
independent variable
Stay-Choice 0.629 0253 0.013
political parties
CDP 0.271 0.055 0.000
DPP 0.143 0.063 0.023
LDP -0.117 0.060 0.051
PM Abe -0.228 0.055 0.000
political attitudes
Patriotism -0.234 0.081 0.004
Adj. B-squared 0.500
number of obs. 387
Variables without significant effects are omitted from this table.
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Do People Trust Government to Ensure Consistency with Their Behavioral Choice?

American Political Science Association
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Stay or Leave: Does Behavior Affect Political Trust?

International Political Science Association

2021

Miwa Nakajo, Yoshiharu Kobayashi, Kiichiro Arai

Do Voters Punish Government for Natural Disasters? Evidence from the 2015 Kinu River Flood and the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake
in Japan
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Dynamic Relationships between Trust in National and Local Government and Civic Engagement: 1972-2017
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Do Female Candidates Boost Voter Turnouts?
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Robert J. Pekkanen, Steven R. Reed, Ethan Scheiner and Daniel M. Smith (Kiichiro Arai and Miwa
Nakajo, Chapter 9, pp.149-163)
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Japan Decides 2017 The Japanese General Election




https://sites.google.com/a/tsuda.ac.jp/mnakajo/survey2020




