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This study examined Japan®s policy responses to the Antarctic regime, which
has evolved from demilitarization and scientific cooperation in the Antarctic region to an
international cooperation framework centered on resource management and environmental conservation.
Then, it considered the explanatory factors for such responses.

The study demonstrated that while emphasizing the maintenance of the legitimacy of the Antarctic
Treaty System and aiming to play a coordinating role, Japan has yet to demonstrate strong leadership

in strengthening environmental protection and ecosystem conservation. It also analyzed the
explanatory factors of Japan®s responses from the perspectives of middle-power diplomacy, domestic
political factors, and cognitive factors such as scientific knowledge and norms, utilizing the
existing analytical framework for Japan®s environmental diplomacy.
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