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The research results can be summarized in the following five points. First,
I "rediscovered" the existence of a national survey database of lighthouses in the Ministry of
Industry®s "Ko-bu Tokeishi" published in the early Meiji period. Second, | contributed to the long
debate in economics on whether lighthouses are public goods or not by presenting the Japanese
experience. Third, 1 showed that there were limits to the supply of lighthouses by the private
sector, as almost all private lighthouses were located in harbors and not on capes or straits.
Fourth, 1 pointed out that the government-led construction of lighthouses in the early Meiji period
initially did not fully reflect the needs of the private sector. Fifth, | published these research
findings in the Economic Inquiry and wrote an article for the general public to disseminate these

research results.
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