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My research is an attempt to reveal how far the UK and US firms succeeded
in improving the unsymmetrical structure for collecting debt in commercial disputes with Chinese
firms. While in the commercial disputes in which Chinese firms were creditors, the UK and the US
firms were always ordered to pay the debt, the UK and the US firms were not always succeeded in

collecting the debt from Chinese firms until the end of the Qing dynasty.
In the Republican period, the UK and the US firms tried to collect the debt from Chinese firms by

strengthening the function of the Shanghai Mixed Court or their consuls and local bureaucrats in
other treaty ports, their effect lasted only until 1914.
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"The import sales contract system in Shanghai 1903-1918, with special reference to US-
Chinese commercial disputes" International Journal of Asian Studies,Volume 17 Issue 2, July
2020 pp. 145-161. https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/international-journal-of-
asian-studies/article/import-sales-contract-system-in-shanghai-19031918-with-special-
reference-to-uschinese-commercial-disputes/951A4596688660E6C7C659D049D5D812
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