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In this study, we define skill as the knowledge that workers use to perform
their tasks. We aim to improve the theoretical study of the workers’ skill in the field of social
sciences. The main research of critical literature studies was performed on the sociology of work
and sociology of knowledge. We also surveyed theories and concepts on skills developed by
philosophy, anthropology, pedagogy, and organizational studies. As a result of the research, we
could get a new and original logical geography which could be applied to the workers’ skill in the
workplace.

By agopting this framework, we are able to explain true problems of workers’ skill in contemporary
Japan. We can also present many important research questions which has been lost in the mainstream
academic discourses on skill.
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