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This research project focused on housing polic¥, housing research and
housing professions from a historical and comparative perspective to clarify the characteristics of
the Japanese housing regime. Housing research is a core component of the housing regime because it
provides the vocabulary and theories for policy and popular discourses. Housing research and
sociology have not interconnected in Japan. This disjuncture may be a factor in the lack of a
comprehensive housing policy and housing profession that can respond to the complex nature of
housing. In the mid-2000s, housing policy introduced the concept of "housing support”. This new idea
suggests that Japanese society faces the challenge of reconstructing housing management, which it
has circumvented in the formative process of the welfare state.
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