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Practical solutions to social issues through ethnic minority collaboration in a
low-income neighbourhood of a metropolitan city
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Cross-cutting cooperation was established around activities and networking
of Japanese, Chinese, indigenous, and black groups in and around DTES, as well as with local
community groups in opposition to gentrification and demanding improvements to housing shortage
issues. An opposition movement requires a certain level of resources to sustain itself, but the
challenge is that most of the groups are small and there is no body that comprehensively organizes
the entire movement. The low-income area has been relatively shrinking due to gentrification and it

led to conflicts among ethnic minorities over rights to land. During the COVID, especially
emergency phase, there was cooperation across positions, but later, as the situation was resolved
and grants were scaled back, relationships also emerged that competed for limited opportunities.
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