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The Postwar Cultural Movement in Local Cities: A Study of Workplace Magazines at
Yawata Steel Works in Kitakyushu

Nishida, Shinpei
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By focusing on the cultural movement in and around the Kitakyushu Yawata
Steel Works in the postwar period, this study sought to clarify the genealogy of workers®
expressions and ideas in a local industrial city. The materials of the cultural movement consist of
about 30 workplace magazines, circle magazines, etc. (about 400 volumes). The collection is housed
at the Kitakyushu Municipal Literature Museum and the Kitakyushu Municipal Library. Other sources
include the National Diet Library, university libraries, labor unions, and private collections.
Regarding the results, the relationship between capital (companies), workers (company employees),
and labor unions was summarized from the perspectives of "division and oppression,”™ "rupture and
continuity,” "reconstruction and development,” and "growth and struggle. In order to publicize the
results of the project, an exhibition entitled "Kitakyushu, Trajectory of the Cultural Movement" was
held.
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