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Views of humanity in social welfare: The concept of social citizenship according
to Tsuneko Gauntlett
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This research focused on the origins of the logic on which modern social
welfare views of humanity are based, by examining historical materials on and the writings of
Tsuneko Gauntlett (1873-1953), as well as conducting field surveys. This included her chronological
record, bibliography, and critiques in her articles in women’ s magazines such as the Fujin-Shimpo.
As a result, the following were revealed: (a) the concept of social citizenship that she advocated
to readers and other ordinary people was formed in conjunction with her participation in movements
for women’ s suffrage and improvement in the quality of life, in Japan as well as overseas; (b) her
definition of social citizenship transitioned as the Pacific War progressed; and (c) her concept of

social citizenship and the modern individual, which is the premise of social welfare, are based on a
common logic in some respects.
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