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The ﬁurﬁose of this study was to approach the issue of "women®s public
pensions and poverty" through the life course of women (e.g., single mothers and elderly single
women). The results showed that the direct causes of low pensions were low wages during working
years and insufficient enrollment (including periods of exemptions and nonenrollment). In addition,
the management of pension enrollment was left to the individual®s own responsibility. The
circumstances at the time of joining the system varied, and there were differences (disparities)
among the insured issues in the current public pension system. Those who were relatively vulnerable
in terms of information had no choice but to apply for exemptions or otherwise remain in the system
at a lower level of enrollment. This also limited their contribution to pension benefits.
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